
Fabrizio di Francesco 

 
Graduated in Bologna (Italy) in 2000 “cum laude” and trainee in General 
Surgery at the University of Modena, School of Medicine, Department of 
General Surgery, Multivisceral and Liver Transplant Unit, under the 
direction of the Professor A.D. Pinna. 
Trainee’s program:  
- Adult liver transplantation 
- Adult small-bowel and multivisceral transplantation 
- Adult living donor liver transplantation  
- Adult HPB surgery 

 
 
From October 2007 - October 2012  

Fellowship-Junior Attending in Abdominal Transplantation and Abdominal Surgery, at the Istituto 

Mediterraneo per I Trapianti e Terapie ad Alta Specializzazione (ISMETT), Palermo, Director B. 

Gridelli 

Trainee’s program: 
- In situ split liver 
- Adult liver transplant 
- HPB surgery 
- Kidney transplant 

 
 
From September 2012 - July 2016 

Attending at the Department of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic Surgery, Liver Transplantation, Pediatric 

Hospital Ospedale Bambino Gesù, Roma, Director Prof. Jean de Ville de Goyet 

Trainee’s program: 
- In situ split liver 
- Pediatric liver transplant 
- LRLT (donor surgery/liver transplant) 
- HPB Pediatric surgery 
- Kidney transplant 
 

From July 2016 – August 2022 

Attending; University of Pittsburgh, UPMC Health System Italy, Istituto Mediterraneo per I 

Trapianti e Terapie ad Alta Specializzazione (ISMETT) Palermo (Director: A. Luca) 

▪ Department for the Treatment and Study of Adult Abdominal Diseases and Abdominal Transplantation  
(Prof. S. Gruttadauria) 

▪ Department of Pediatrics for the treatment and study of abdominal pathologies and abdominal transplants  
(Prof. Jean de Ville de Goyet) 
 
Trainee’s program: 

- Adult liver transplant 

 

 



- Pediatric liver transplant 
- LRLT (donor surgery/liver transplant) 
- HPB Adult surgery 
- HPB Pediatric surgery 
- In situ split liver 
- Kidney transplant 
- Adult Laparoscopic surgery  

(partial distal pancreatectomy, cholecystectomy, wedge liver resection)  
- Pediatric laparoscopic surgery (cholecystectomy) 

 
September 2022 - Present position 

HED of Liver Surgery Unit - Department for the Treatment and Study of Adult Abdominal 
Diseases and Abdominal Transplantation (Prof. S. Gruttadauria) 
 

 

EDUCATION 
 

• November 1994 - October 2000: M.D. University of Bologna, School of Medicine, Bologna Italy. 
Graduated with 110/110 cum laude. Licensed by: University of Bologna and College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Bologna (August 2001) 

• November 2000 - November 2006: Residency in General Surgery Training Program, Department 
of General Surgery, Director: A. Manenti Department of General Surgery, Multivisceral and 
Liver Transplant Unit, Director: Antonio Daniele Pinna - G.E. Gerunda.  

• Licensed in General Surgery by: University of Modena, School of Medicine, Modena, Italy.  
Graduated with 110/110 cum laude. 

• 02 January 2009 – 31 October 2011: PhD University of Catania, School of Medicine of Catania, 
Department of surgical sciences, organ transplants and advanced technologies; 
“Technological, Immunological and Immune-genetic Sperimentation: Application on 
Xenotransplantation and Organs procurements for Human Transplantation”. 
 

• 2016: National Scientific Qualification as Associate Professor in General Surgery  
(ASN, MIUR) 
 

• 2019: Board of Experts identified for the evaluation in Italy of liver super-urgency requests in 
pediatric recipients for pediatric liver transplant                                                           
(Prot.1449/CNT2019) 28/06/2019 - (Prot.1625/CNT2019) 18/07/2019 

INTERNSHIP AND APPOINTMENTS  
 
 
- University of Bologna, School of Medicine, Department of General Surgery, Chief: Prof. D. 

Marrano 

- Maggiore Hospital of Bologna, Department of General Surgery, Chief: Prof. M. Spangaro 

- University of Bologna, School of Medicine, Department of General Surgery, Chief: Prof. A. 

Conti 

- University of Bologna, School of Medicine, Department of General Surgery, Unit of Thoracic 

Surgery, Chief: Prof. R. Bazzocchi 

- S. Maria delle Croci Hospital of Ravenna, Department of General Surgery, Unit of Thoracic 



Surgery, Chief: L. Solaini 

- University of Modena, School of Medicine, Department of General Surgery, Multivisceral and 

Liver Transplant Unit, Director: A. D. Pinna 

- 2004: Observership at Division of Transplantation, Department of Surgery, Jefferson Medical 

College, Philadelphia, Director: Prof. I.R. Marino  

- 2004: Research Fellow at Division of Transplantation, Department of Surgery, Jefferson 

Medical College, Philadelphia, Director: Prof. I.R. Marino 

- 2005: Clinical Research Assistant, employed in the Division of Transplantation, Department 

of Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, Interim Director: C. Doria 

- 2006: Internship University of Ancona, Departement of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic Surgery, 

Liver, Kidney, Pancreas Transplantation, Director: Prof. A. Risaliti 

- March 2007- October 2007: Research Fellow at Departement of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic 

Surgery, Liver, Kidney, Pancreas Transplantation, Director: Prof. A. Risaliti 

- October 2007- October 2010: Fellowship in Abdominal Transplantation and Abdominal Surgery, 

University of Pittsburgh, UPMC Health System Italy, Istituto Mediterraneo per I Trapianti 

e Terapie ad Alta Specializzazione (ISMETT), Palermo, Director: B. Gridelli 

- October 2010 – September 2012: Junior Attending, Department of Abdominal Transplantation and 

Abdominal Surgery, University of Pittsburgh, UPMC Health System Italy, Istituto 

Mediterraneo per i Trapianti e Terapie ad Alta Specializzazione (ISMETT), Palermo, 

Director: B. Gridelli 

- September 2012 – July 2016: Attending, Departement of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic Surgery, Liver 

Transplantation, Pediatric Hospital Bambino Gesù, Roma Director: Prof. Jean de Ville de 

Goyet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of my training was focused on transplantation filed and HPB surgery. I gained experience in the field of partial 

liver transplant. I am independent in Adult and Pediatric liver and Kidney transplant, Whipple procedure and 

laparoscopic liver resection and distal pancreatic resection. 

During my training and later, during my fellowships in different hospitals, I gained experience in "in situ" split liver, and 

I have performed numerous vascular reconstructions during back-table surgery of partial liver grafts (both right and 

left). During my pediatric training I became independent in Kasai procedure, choledochal cyst resection and shunt 

Meso-Rex for portal hypertension. I have formally tutored several surgical trainees and have performed lessons as part 

of their academic lecture program. I do like very much teaching; in fact, I always have medical students and nursing 

students during the ward round.  

I have received very positive feedback from surgical trainees whom I have trained as per rotation. I am interested in 



research projects and drafting manuscripts. I have obtained the National Scientific Qualification as Associate 

Professor in General Surgery (ASN, MIUR), exceeding the national evaluation criteria necessary to be judged suitable. 

The title allows me to be eligible as a professor in General Surgery at any University School of Medicine in Italy. Prior 

to this I finished my PhD study. For 3 years as a member of the National Expert committee, I had to evaluate the 

possibility of obtaining a liver graft with priority in the pediatric national context. 

During my career I have continuously left my "comfort zone" with the aim of improving all the technical and surgical 

aspects that a new place could offer me. In fact, during my surgical training I achieved the position of Clinical Research 

Assistant, in the Division of Transplantation, Department of Surgery, at the Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in 

Philadelphia (US) - Interim Director: C. Doria. So, I left Italy and I moved to USA. This experience helped me in 

developing adaptive skills to new working context, in a different country, with a different health system and a different 

language. Working in the USA was extremely intense for me, and I learnt massively from it. Moreover, it gave me the 

opportunity to be employed later on, as attending surgeon in HBP surgery at the Pittsburgh University Hospital in 

South of Italy (ISMETT), Palermo. 

From September 2022, I was appointed Head of Liver Surgery Unit. I’m involved in all the activities of the department. 

I carry out the services for elective surgery and I cover the On Call for General Surgery and Liver transplant. I try to 

be flexible as much as I can in order to meet the needs of the department. In particular, I put effort in delivering the 

Transplant service for transplantation. 

I attend with interest the M&M and the weakly multidisciplinary meeting. I take part in the bed site teaching to juniors’ 

doctors and medical students. I put a lot of effort in teaching during the elective lists to the surgical registrars and Core 

Trainees. I do the ward rounds trying to reduce the hospital staying for the patients. I also delivere outpatient clinics 

mostly face to face and, in particular, I take care and follow the patients potentially eligible to be a living donor for the 

living related liver transplant program.I daily organize the job table for the senior clinical fellows regarding patient 

care and organ harvesting procedures. I also prepare the elective operating lists and the outpatient clinics for adult 

patient whit liver disease. Daily I collaborate with the hepatology group for the inclusion in the waiting list of patients 

who are candidates for liver transplantation and for in-patient care. I daily round with the Anesthesia Team for the 

ICU patient care. I attend the Interventional Radiology patient's procedure discussing about findings and planning the 

care pathway (MDT). 

I am a very good team player and approachable person; I can motivate my team effectively leading with example firstly 

and secondly supporting all the elements in my team to do their best and reach their full potential. From experience, I 

have understood that when the situation is critical and complex, you can only win as a team, if you have previously 

created a strong bond with all the elements of your team. Patient safety has always been the core of my acting as a person 

and as a surgeon, and in order to do so, I did personal sacrifices which were always paid after in terms of good outcomes. 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND COURSES 

 
 
- 2012-2013: MASTER OF II LEVEL on Advanced Robotic Surgery, Hepatobiliary-Pancreatic 

surgery and transplanatation, University of Pisa, Director Prof.U. Boggi 

- 2013: The IV Advanced Laparoscopic Liver Surgery Masterclass (ALLIVER), Department of 

General and Hepato-Biliary Surgery at the Ghent University Hospital Medical Ghent 

University Hospital, Director R.I. Troisi 

- 2015: Advanced Laparoscopic Master classes 2015 “Scuola SIC di Chirurgia Laparoscopica 



avanzata” Azienda Ospedaliera dei Colli – Presidio Monaldi – U.O.C di Chirurgia Generale 

Director F. Corcione                

- 2015: MASTER OF II LEVEL Hepatobiliary surgery, Department of General and Hepato-

Biliary Surgery, POLICLINICO UNIVERSITARIO A. GEMELLI, Director F. Giuliante 

 

Current Grant Support: 
 

Grant Number 
(funded) 

 

Grant Title 
 

Role in Project 
 

Years 
Inclusive 

 

Source $ 
Amount 

 
GR-2011-
02348129 

“The addition of 
simvastatin portal 

venous infusion to cold 
storage solution of 

explanted whole liver 
grafts for facing 

ischemia/reperfusion 
injury in an area with 
low rate of deceased 

donation”. 

Co-investigator 
 

100%Effort 
 

Calendar Months 
(Must not exceed 

12 months) 

3  
Total Project: 
€ 552.624,00 

 
(co-funded € 

276.312,00) 
 

 

Pagano D, Oliva E, Khouzam S, Tuzzolino F, Cintorino D, Li Petri S, di Francesco F, Ricotta C, Bonsignore P, 

Tropea A, Calamia S, Costanzo F, Luca A, Gruttadauria S.  

The addition of simvastatin administration to cold storage solution of explanted whole liver grafts 
for facing ischemia/reperfusion injury in an area with a low rate of deceased donation: a monocentric 
randomized controlled double-blinded phase 2 study.  

BMC Surg. 2018 Dec 27;18(1):122. doi: 10.1186/s12893-018-0455-7. PMID: 30587165; PMCID: 
PMC6307270. 

 

 

 

OTHER RESEARCH RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

▪ Editorships 
1. Review Editor for Visceral Surgery, Frontiers in Surgery (01/01/2014) 
2. Review Editor for Journal of Laparoendoscopic & Advanced Surgical Techniques 

  
▪ 01/03/2007 01/09/2007 

Research Grant: Holder of a private law contract for collaboration in carrying out research 
activities at the “Ospedali Riuniti Umberto I- GMLancisi-G.Salesi” University Hospital, 
pursuant to Law no. 449/97-art .51 (paragraph 6), on the topic "Study on the possibility of 



clinical application of the bioartificial liver with human liver cells or with porcine cells" 
within the SD Sector MED / 18 (General surgery). This research program was carried out at 
the Operating Unit of General Surgery of the University Hospital "Ospedali Riuniti 
Umberto I-G.M. Lancisi- G. Salesi” of Ancona, directed by Prof. Andrea RISALITI  
 

 

LIST OF CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

▪ Research focuses on liver transplantation, living donor, split and partial grafts liver 
transplantation. 

 

SERVICE 

 

▪ Memberships in professional and scientific societies here SIGENP Pediatric 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology  

▪ Committee service as chair, co-chair, or member  
 

▪ March 2018: Member of the SIGENP Italian Biliary Atresia Network (collaborator in data 
collection) 

▪ 01/01/2014 - 01/01/2016: Participation in the activities of a research group characterized by 
international collaboration in the field of pediatric liver transplantation with 
Universitätsklinikum Tübingen - Universitätsklinik für Allgemeine, Viszeral- und 
Transplantationschirurgie (AVT) Ärztlicher Direktor Prof. Dr. med. univ. Alfred 
Königsrainer: Prof. Dr. Silvio Nadalin.  
Research project title: Roux-en-Y hepatico-jejunostomy for a left segmental graft.  

▪ 01/01/2014 - 01/01/2016: Participation in the activities of a research group characterized by 
international collaboration in the field of liver transplantation from living donors with 
Universitätsklinikum Tübingen - Universitätsklinik für Allgemeine, Viszeral- und 
Transplantationschirurgie (AVT) Ärztlicher Direktor Prof. Dr. med. univ. Alfred 
Königsrainer: Prof. Dr. Silvio Nadalin.  
Research project title: Living donor liver transplantation in Europe. 01/01/2014 01/01/2016 
University and Medical School Service. 
SCIENTIFIC PAPERS 

 
 

1 LE EXERESI POLMONARI MAGGIORI VIDEO-ASSISTITE: CINQUE ANNI DI 
ESPERIENZA 
Solaini L., Campanini A., Bagioni P., di Francesco F., Poddie D.B.  
Chirurgia 1999; 12, 4:257-62. 

 
2 VIDEO-ASSISTED THORACIC SURGERY (VATS) LOBECTOMY FOR TYPICAL 

BRONCHOPULMONARY CARCINOID TUMORS  
Solaini L., Bagioni P., di Francesco F., Poddie D.B.  
Surg Endosc. 2000 Dec; 14(12):1142-5 



 
3 VIDEO-THORACOSCOPIC TREATMENT IN PLEURAL EMPIEMA 

Solaini L., Prusciano F., di Francesco F., Bagioni P., Poddie D.B.  
Minerva Chir. 2000 Dec; 55(12): 829-33. 

 
4 VATS MAJOR PULMONARY RESECTION. PRESENT EXPERIENCE.  

Solaini L., Bagioni P., Prusciano F., di Francesco F., Poddie D.B.  
Eur J Cardiothorac Surg. 2001 Sep; 20(3):437-42. 

 
5 ORTHOGONAL POLARIZATION SPECTRAL (OPS) IMAGING: A NEW TOOL IN 

MORPHOLOGIC SURVEILLANCE IN INTESTINAL TRANSPLANT RECIPIENTS 
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Transplant Proc. 2002 May; 34(3):922-3 

 
6 OUTCOME OF ISOLATED SMALL BOWEL AND PANCREAS TRANSPLANTS 

RETRIEVED FROM MULTIORGAN DONOR: THE IN VIVO TECHNIQUE 
Di Benedetto F., Quintini C., Lauro A., Masetti M., Cautero N., Deruvo N., Sassi S., Diago Uso T., di 
Francesco F., Romano A., Dalla Valle R., Boggi U., Risaliti A., Ramacciato G., Pinna A.D.  
Transplant Proc. 2004 Apr; 36 (3): 437-8  

 
7 MINIMIZATION OF IMMUNOSUPPRESSION WITH THYMOGLOBULINE PRE-

TREATMENT AND HCV RECURRENCE IN LIVER TRANSPLANTATION. 
De Ruvo N., Cucchetti A., Lauro A., Masetti M., Di Benedetto F., Cautero N., La Barba G., Dazzi A., 
di Francesco F., Molteni G., Romano A., Ramacciato G., Risaliti A.,  Pinna A.D. 
Clin Transplant. 2005 Apr; 19(2): 255-8. 

 
8 RADIOLOGIC IMAGING OF THE TRANSPLANTED BOWEL. 

Pecchi A., De Santis M., Torricelli P., Romagnoli R., di Francesco F., Cautero N., Pinna A.D. 
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9 OUTCOME OF ISOLATED SMALL BOWELL TRANSPLANTATION IN ADULTS: 

EXPERIENCE FROM A SINGLE ITALIAN CENTER. 
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10 PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF A “PROPE” TOLEROGENIC REGIMEN WIHT 

THYMOGLOBULIN PRETREATMENT AND HEPATITIS C VIRUS RECURRENCE 
IN LIVER TRANSPLANTATION.  
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Transplantation 2005 Jul 15; 80(1): 8-12. 
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RESULTS 
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13 HEPATIC HILUM MANAGEMENT IN 250 LIVER-MULTIVISCERAL 

PROCUREMENTS.  
Di Benedetto F, De Ruvo N, Masetti M, Cautero N, Lauro A, Montalti R, Quintini C, di Francesco 
F., Romano A, Guerrini G, Ballarin R, Molteni G, Spaggiari M, Di Sandro S., Gerunda GE. 
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14 THE PRESENCE OF B CELL NODULES DOES NOT NECESSARILY PORTEND A 

LESS FAVORABLE OUTCOME TO THERAPY IN PATIENTS WITH ACUTE 
CELLULAR REJECTION OF A RENAL ALLOGRAFT. 
Doria C, di Francesco F, Frank A, Ramirez CB, Francos G, Marino IR, Farber JL. 
Transplant Proc. 2006 Dec; 38(10): 3441-4. 
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Doria C, di Francesco F, Marino IR, Ramirez CB, Frank A, Iaria M, Galati SA, Farber JL.  
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18 RECONSTRUCTION OF THE SUPRAHEPATIC CUFF INJURED DURING 

MULTI-ORGAN PROCUREMENT USING THE INFRAHEPATIC VENA CAVA OF 
THE LIVER ALLOGRAFT 
di Francesco F, Cautero N, De Luca S, Vecchi A, Garelli P, Doria C, Marino I.R, Risaliti A.  
Liver Transpl. 2007 Oct; 13(10):1468-9. 
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Marino I.R, di Francesco F, Doria C, Gruttadauria S, Lauro A, Scott V. L. 
J Am Coll  Surg. 2008 Jan;206(1):190-4. 
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di Francesco F, Cautero N, Vincenzi P, Nicolini D, De Luca S, Vecchi A, Garelli P, Martorelli G, 



Gentili M, Risaliti A, Boemi M. 
Transplantation. 2008 Oct 27; 86(8):1146-7. 
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